
Spokane Fly Fishers            www.spokaneflyfishers.com                      November , 2008  

 NOVEMBER MEETING 
NOVEMBER 12, 2008:  7:00 PM 

ANNUAL FLY AUCTION 
 

The fly auction is one of the major fund 
raisers for the club, and one of the 
most entertaining. Members are the 
driving force for a successful auction.   
 
With Art Ross as our auctioneer, the 
action is quick. 
 
It is your flies, tied (preferred) or bought, that are bid on by 
everyone else, and your bidding on the other flies that fund 
many of the club functions, the Barbless Flyer, and the excel-
lent speakers for our meetings.  
 
Please bring your flies to the meeting, and PLEASE bring your 
checkbooks or plenty of cash to support your club.  Hopefully, 
we will be able to process credit cards as well. 
 
Come early to get your auction number, preview the flies being 
offered and admire the skill of the members who donated their 
flies to the auction. 
 
Hot dogs, Polish sausage, chips and soda will be available 
from 5:30 PM to 6:45.  Beer and wine will also be available. 

 
MORE FLIES NEEDED 
By Betty Smith-Lambert 

 
We are very close to the annual Fly auction and still could use 
more flies.  If you don't tie - how about purchasing a fly collec-
tion from your favorite fly shop and donating that to the 
"cause" . 
 
There still is time to tie up some flies.  Don't discount the lowly 
wooly bugger, that is one of the most productive fly of all time.  
Don’t tie that well - I have not met many fish to care about your 
tying techniques.  Often the flies work best after they have 
been "well chewed up" . 
 
Call me @ 838-5914 if you have any questions.  

 

      SFF Officers and  
       Board Members                              
 
President        Fred Howe 
Vice President       M ike Melmoth 
Treasurer               Ray Baker  
Secretary                  Gail Bailey 
Board Position 1       Bob Hudson 
Board Position 2      Craig Pearsall 
Board Position 3      Tim Reed 
Past President          Dan Ferguson  
Sgt. At Arms             Bob Kowal 
 

Contact us at:  
P. O. Box 4141 

Spokane, WA 99220 
Or   

sffishers@comcast.net 

AROUND THE BEND 
 
 
November 12th,  
SFF Meeting  7 PM  
ANNUAL FLY AUCTION 
 
November 18th, Conservation 
Committee Meeting 7PM 
 
November 19th, SFF Board 
Meeting 7 PM 
 
December 10th, SFF Meeting 
ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY 
7PM 
 
December 17th, SFF Board 
Meeting 7 PM 
 
January 3rd, Beginning Fly Ty-
ing Classes start. 
 
January 14th, SFF Meeting  
7 PM  
 
January 21st, SFF Board  
Meeting 7PM 
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PREZ SEZ  
By Fred Howe  

 
The coming meeting is our Annual Fly Auction with the clubs tiers 
offering their flies to the highest bidder. This is a great opportunity 
to add to your box or win something to add to your presentation 
collection.  As you know, this is one of the club’s major fund rais-
ing events.  Attend, become a winner bidder on flies, contribute to 
the club’s finances, and have a marvelous time.  Betty Smith-
Lambert deserves our thanks for the time and energy she puts into 
the raffle annually. 
 
I want to thank all those who hosted our outings this past year. I was not able to attend them 
all but had a lot of fun, and caught quite a few fish on the ones I was able to go to. The Out-
ings Committee for 2009 has just had their first meeting.  We’ll be looking for members to 
step forward and take on hosting.  Perhaps, two or more members could form a team as 
“ outing host" .  If you are not able to serve on the committee but still want input on next 
year’s outings, give Geno Baril a call at 468-0589.  He will give your suggestions to the com-
mittee members. 
 
Thanks go to Klaus Rissman for providing the membership with a bite to eat before the meet-
ings. We’ll be having hot dogs, sausages, chips and drinks at the auction.  Jerry Voelker will 
be offering beer and wine before the meeting. 
 
Mark your calendars for our Annual Holiday Party, our December 10th meeting.  Carla Fergu-
son will prepare the main course (with Klaus Rissman and Linda Howe as assistants).  Every-
one has always enjoyed Carla’s cooking.  If we cross our fingers, Dan Ferguson may again 
tie “ reinmice”  to pull Santa’s sleigh on the Gingerbread House that he and Carla construct.  
Dan is putting out a desperate plea for members to share their pictures of outings with him 
so that he can compose our December picture show of outings.  You can either bring them to 
the November meeting (in any format — cd's, photo’s) or email them to him at 
dbfgn@comcast.net.  
 
Ray  Baker had a great suggestion that I should pass on to all members.  When in doubt 
about how to fish a particular lake or river, we should all (new and old members) contact our 
more seasoned fishers who will undoubtedly be willing to share their expertise with us.  Take 
advantage of this opportunity. 
  
See you all on November 12th at the FLY AUCTION. 

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

 
NOVEMBER 12TH   FLY AUCTION 
 
DECEMBER 10TH  HOLIDAY PARTY 
 
JANUARY 14TH  SPEAKER  - NEAL STREEKS, AUTHOR OF 5 BOOKS, WILL SPEAK 
    ON “ FISHING THE MISSOURI” . 
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CONSERVATION CORNER 
 

CONSERVATION MEETING  -  November 18th 
By Roger Bertsch 

 
The Conservation Committee will meet at the Clubhouse at 7 PM on Tuesday, November 18th.  
We are looking for some new members for this committee.  This meeting will focus on plan-
ning for the Spring Conservation raffle. 
 

EGG SUCKING 
By Roger Bertsch 

 
The next Conservation Project will be the annual “ Egg 
Sucking”  event at the Spokane Fish Hatchery in December.  
This fun event includes lots of camaraderie, snacks and a 
lunch social following completion of the project.   Details 
will be included in the December newsletter.   
 
Any questions can be directed to Committee Chair, Roger 
Bertsch, 327-8231. 
 

 
SPOKANE RIVER CLEANUP REPORT 

 
On October 4th at 9 AM, 10 SFF members began picking up 
litter and trash along the Spokane River.  (Surely, there 
would have been more workers from our club available if it 
did not have competition with the Clark Fork Outing.)   
 
It is amazing how many people must think that a bottle (or 
Styrofoam)  thrown into the woods will magically disappear, 
Or, do they just not care what the woods will look like the 
next time they, or others, visit?   
 
We had a great time, a lot of exercise, picked up a lot of trash 
and improved the appearance of our beautiful river. 
 
Mike Keegan did a wonderful job coordinating this event, by 
scouting the sites, attending preparation meetings and gath-
ering our materials.  
 
By noon, we were finished with our assigned clean-up 
areas and we were all exhausted but felt good that we 
could actually see the improvement we made to the 
river’s edge. 
 
We hope that next year we can have a larger club pres-
ence at this community event.   
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BEGINNING FLY TYING—2009 
By Betty Smith-Lambert 

 
 
SFF will again offer a Beginning Fly Tying course for members of the Spokane Fly Fishers.  
You must be a member to attend this class.  Youth over the age of 10 are invited to attend 
with an adult. 
 
A twenty-five dollar ($25) charge will be collected at the first meeting. 
 
For 5 Saturdays, starting with January 3rd, there will be a early class starting at 9am and, if 
there are enough people who sign up, an afternoon class starting at 1pm.   
 
This schedule will make the first class on January 3rd followed by Jan. 10, Jan.17, Jan. 24 
and Jan. 31st.  A sign up sheet will be at the meetings - if I remember to bring them. 
 
We will follow last year’s game plan, having the class at " the Club House"  1812 West 10th 
Ave. 
 
SFF supplies all the materials and tools needed to complete the course as well as a notebook 
of information. This and other education programs are supported by materials and tools do-
nated to the club by members. 
 
Although this class is not meant to complete your education on how to tie flies, it will supply 
the answer to the question each of us ask early on - "Do I want to tie my own flies or do I 
want to buy them?”  
 
I am also looking for people willing to help with the class.  You do not have to be a master tier 
to do this.  We are teaching people how much fun tying can be rather than attempting to 
teach them to become Masters.  I will need one person to help with each of the classes.  In 
other words, one for the morning class and one for the afternoon class if we have one.  
 
Sign up at the meetings or call me @ 838-5914.  I will need to talk to you so if I am outside 
working on my house and yard please leave a phone number so I may call you back. 

 
AMBER LAKE OUTING REPORT 

By Bob Kowal��
�
�

For this outing on October 11th, Mother Nature did not cooperate as it was windy as heck. 
Several members came to the lake and left because of the white caps on the water. Only 
about four members stayed to fight the wind. Geno Baril, the host for the outing, caught  
three or four fish, I think.  Using the stone fly nymph I caught two in quick succession after 
arriving there. My reel fell off as I was bringing in my second fish and it took half an hour to 
untangle. I put on one of the rabbit leeches Dan Ferguson had tied for the One Fly and caught 
a 20 incher with a full body while trolling pretty fast with my motor going full on against the 
heavy wind. I am beginning to realize that a fast retrieve at Amber is very effective, especially 
with a big fly.  During the One Fly, I caught the 20 incher when Jim put his boat into a fast 
turn.  It is also reported the Mike Melmoth the Younger caught six fish. 
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2009 Game Fish Show- March 6,7 & 8 
By Dan Ferguson 

  
I know it seems early, but time flies when you're having fun! 
  
The club will be helping at next years Game Fish Show in a 
major way. For those who attended earlier this year, you may 
have noticed the "Fly Tying Theater" . Our club will be re-
sponsible for manning this booth, both with notable tiers do-
ing demonstrations and with all day kids tying clinics. 
Shuyler Productions is giving us two booth spaces located 
closer to the theater for taking on the tying. 
  
An event like this will require a larger commitment than we've done in the past and I'm confi-
dent the membership will come through . Also, we'll be asking the Inland Empire and N. 
Idaho clubs for help with the show. I'll have a general interest sign up sheet at the next few 
meetings and will work on specific times as we come closer to the show. 

  
Last year the club picked up a dozen Fly Fishing School regis-
trants and we hope to do better for the '09 school. We also proc-
essed six or seven new member applications. This is the best 
opportunity we have to expose the club to the general public 
with the goal of expanding our membership base. ( more mem-
bers = less work! ) 
  
Don't hesitate to see me at a meeting, email 
( dbfgn@comcast.net ) or call at 325-8885 if you have any ques-
tions or want to sign up.  
 

DECEMBER MEETING 
December 10, 2008 - 7:00 P.M. 

 
Our annual Holiday party will be December 10h. Carla Ferguson with helpers, Klaus Rissman 
and Linda Howe, will be serving this popular Pot Luck. The club will provide the roast turkey. 
ham and salmon. The rolls, mashed potatoes, gravy, punch and condiments will also be pro-
vided. Beer and wine will be available, served by Jerry Voelker. We ask that you bring the 
rest.   
  
If your last name starts with the letters: 
 
   A – H   Please bring a Salad. 
    I – P   Please bring a Dessert 
   Q – Z   Please bring a Hot Side Dish 
  
We expect a visit from Santa and we will have our gift exchange.  
Those who would like to take part in the exchange. please bring a 
wrapped gift ($5 limit) to the dinner.  
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SILVER BOW BELIZE 2009 
By Sean Visintainer 

 
If you missed out the last two years you better not let these ones pass you by! 2008 was a 
blast with anglers catching everything from bonefish, jacks, tarpon, to barracuda, and even 
some permit! For 2009 we will be hosting two different trips. The first one, we are going back 
to the ever popular San Pedro, located in Northern Belize. Our second '09 trip will be split be-
tween Water Caye & Placencia, the heart of permit country! 
 
San Pedro (March 1-8 2009) includes guiding, lodging, breakfast, lunch, and airfare roundtrip 
from Belize Intl. to San Pedro. This is an awesome intro trip to saltwater fly fishing and is 
very reasonably priced for destination angling. $1950, based on double occupancy. 
 
Water Caye & Placencia (March 27-April 3 2009)  includes guiding, lodging, ALL MEALS, and 
transportation once in Belize. This trip is for the angler looking for permit and tarpon. Prime 
fishing locations in Belize and great accommodations,  Join Sean in exploring southern Be-
lize! $3200, based on double occupancy. 
 
Please contact the shop for more information or check out our new "Destinations"  page on 
our website. 509.924.9998 or www.silverbowflyshop.com/destinations. 
 

REPORT  FROM  BELIZE—SPRING 2008 
By Bob Mielbrecht 

 
In late February an intrepid quartet of Spokane Fly Fishers…Judy Kauf-
man, Roger Bertsch, Tom Taylor and Bob Mielbrecht…joined a group 
sponsored by the Silver Bow Fly Shop on a fly fishing trip to Belize. Arriv-
ing in Belize City via Houston or Dallas, we continued to San Pedro Air-
patch on Ambergris Caye. The room accommodations were on the rustic 
side, but the ventilation was good and we had a fantastic ocean view. 
Each morning we greeted the dawn, enjoyed a hearty breakfast and 
paired off with our guides for the days fishing adventure. Some of us 
worked at determining how big a fly small fish can eat, while others took 
the more conventional approach and caught fish that were more typical 
of their species. But we came for Bone fish and the best way to catch one 
of those elusive little critters was to get out of the boat and stalk them on 
the flats 
 
Judy got pretty good at the long, stealthy approach required…  unfortu-
nately, she also mastered the face plants that are an occupational hazard 
of trying to walk across the muddy bottom… but success makes it all 
worth the effort. I on the other hand preferred the comforts and safety of 
the boat.  
 
Wednesday was a great day as we found Bonefish, Barracuda, Spanish Mackerel, Mangrove 
Snapper and a large school of Jack Cravelle with which we played for over an hour. 
  
When day was done it was time to relax at the Jumping Frijoles Bar before venturing into San 
Pedro for dinner. All in all, good fishing and a great time. 
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GET WELL WISHES 

 
We wish a speedy recovery to Mike Melmoth who had surgery within the past month and to 
Bob Mielbrecht who will be having surgery on November 4th.  We hope you both heal quickly 
and are able to return to our meetings soon and be active for the 2009 fishing season. 
      
 

INTERMEDIATE FLY TYING 2009 
 

We will be having Intermediate Fly Tying Classes during the winter months.  If you feel you 
are a little beyond the beginning class, this is the class for you.  Many of our members have 
benefited by the education they’ve received in these classes.  Class attendees include some 
excellent tiers.  Judy Kaufman will have more information and sign up sheets at the Novem-
ber meeting. 
 

SILVER BOW FLY SHOP SALE 
 
Help us clear out 2008 inventory! We have select clothes, reels, rods, lines, waders and flies 
on sale until they are gone!   We are also streamlining our fly tying inventory by slashing 
prices on select products...50% off!!  

Sale is in progress! 
 

 
 
 

                                   IN MEMORIUM 
 
Spokane Fly Fishers’  President in 2005-2006, Steve Bohrer, 
passed away on October 6, 2008. 
 
Steve was a great asset to our club.  He will be missed. 
 
Our sincerest sympathies are extended to his wife, family 
and friends. 



THE BARBLESS FLYER 
  Spokane Fly Fishers   
  P. O. Box 4141 
  Spokane, WA  99220 

 NEXT MEETING 
 

NOVEMBER 12, 2008 
7:00 P. M.  (COME EARLY TO PREVIEW FLIES) 

 
ANNUAL FLY AUCTION 

 
 

ST. FRANCIS SCHOOL  
1104 W. HEROY 

  
“ THE MISSION OF THE SPOKANE FLY FISHERS IS TO PROVIDE A FAMILY FRIENDLY 

ORGANIZATION FOR PROMOTING THE SPORT OF FLY FISHING THROUGH  
EDUCATION, APPLICATION, AND CONSERVATION.”  

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR NAME TAGS TO THE MEETING 


